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Ruin* of the Kings Castte, Ardglass, County of Down. 



ARDGLASS, 

COUNTY OF DOWN. 

The prefixed illustration, which is engraved from an 
original drawing by Mr. Nicholl, represents the largest of 
the many ancient castles of Ardglass, and is popularly 
known by the name of "the King's Castle." It was a for- 
tress of considerable size and strength ; but is at present 
much dilapidated, and falling to decay. A second castle 
here is called Horn Castle ; and a third, Choud Castle ; 
but the origin of these names is now unknown, nor is the 
period recorded at which any of those castles were erected . 
Of the remaining fortresses, the most remarkable is that 
called Jordan's Castle, which, though inferior in size to the 
King's Castle, is yet constructed with greater elegance than 
that, or any of the other buildings of the kind, and was a 
place of considerable strength. It is situated in the centre 
of the town, and appears to have been the citadel. This 
castle is memorable for the gallant defence made by its 
owner Simon Jordan, who, in the Tyrone rebellion, held it 
out for three years, till he was relieved by the Lord 
Deputy Mountjoy, on the 17th of June, 1601, who re- 
warded him for this service, both by a concordatum from 
the Queen and his own private bounty. 

Here is also a long range of castellated houses, called by 
the inhabitants the New-works, and said to have been 
erected by Shane O'Neil about the year 1570. It stands 
boldly on a rocky shore of the bay, which washes it on the 
east and north sides, and extends 250 feet in length, and 
in breadth only 24 ; the thickness of the walls beiug three 
feet. Its design is uniform and elegant, consisting of thre 



square towers, one in the centre and one at each end, each 
tower containing three apartments 10 feet square; the 
intermediate space is occupied by a range of 15 arched 
door-ways of cut stone, and 16 square windows — a door- 
way and a window being placed alternately next to each 
other all along the range, an arrangement which leaves no 
doubt that they were designed for shops or merchant's 
ware-rooms. There is a story over the shops, containing 
the same number of apartments, and each has its own 
separate stone staircase. The rooms on the ground floor 
were seven feet high ; the upper rooms six feet and a half ; 
and in each of these was a small water-closet, the flue of 
which runs down through the walls, and is washed at the 
bottom by the sea. They have no fire-place; and the 
merchants, as it would appear, were in the habit of using 
Horn Castle as their kitchen and dining hall. On the sea- 
side there are no windows or apertures, except narrow 
loop-holes, a circumstance which, together with the centre 
and flanking towers, shows the secondary purpose of the 
building to have been a fortress, to protect the merchant* 
from piratical assailants. 

There are also ruins of other castles of lesser moment, 
whose names are forgotten. 

Ardglass is picturesquely situated on the shore of a little 
harbour of the same name, in the Barony of Lecale, seven 
miles N.E. of Downpatrick ; and though now a mean vil- 
lage, with very few inhabitants, ranked, anciently, as the 
principal town of trade, next to Carrickfergus, in the pro- 
vince of Ulster. Its harbour, however, which is iron-bound 
and full of rocks, is only fit for fishing vessels to enter ; for 
which reason the out-trade was, for the most part, carried 
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on in Killough harbour, from thence called by Speed, the 
haven of Ardglass. Its antiquity is very great, as a 
chuTch was founded hereby St. Patrick. It is said to have 
been a borough, though on its ruin the privilege of return- 
ing members to parliament went into disuse ; in the reign 
of Henry the VI. it was a corporation, governed by a 
Portrieve.. So late as the beginning of the reign of Char- 
les' the L, the duties of the Port of Ardglass were let to 
farm. The history of this interesting town is involved 
in much obscurity. The ancient English family of the 
Savages, are generally supposed to have been the first 
colonists of the place, and the founders of most of the 
castles remaining here, to whom a good part of Locale, as 
well the Aides, anciently belonged ; for it appears by an in- 
denture, in the public records, dated the 31st of May, 28tb 
of Henry VI II., made between Leonard Gray, Lord 
Deputy, and Raymond Savage, chieftain of his clan, that it 
was covenanted — " That Raymond should have the chief- 
tianship and superiority of his Sept, in the territory of the 
Savages, otherwise called Lecale, as principal chieftain 
thereof, and that Raymond should give to the Deputy, for 
acquiring his fkvour and friendship, 100 fat able cows and 
a horse, or 15 marks, Irish money, in lieu thereof at the 
pleasure of the Deputy." But, however this may be, it is 
certain that this southern part of Lecale originally belong- 
ed to the Magcnuises ; and the historian of the county — ^ 
Harris — from whom most of our materials are taken, is of 
opinion, that the Savages were only intruders, of a rather 
recent time ; " For" he adds, " there is a tradition in these 
parts, that when the Savages had formed a strong body of 
men in order to oppress the Magennises and other Irish fa- 
milies in Locale, the latter were obliged to call for the as- 
sistance of the Earl of Kildare, and promised him one or 
two townlands, according to the extent of their territories, 
and by that means, that noble family got Ardglass, and 
other lands thereabouts. When the earl had marched as 
far, as Ballykinlar, the Savages submitted and so the quar- 
rel ended." 

The Kildare family are, we believe, still the chief pro- 
prietors of this decayed town, as well as of Strangford. 
King Henry the VIII, by letters patent, granted to Ger- 
ald Fitzgerald, Earl of Kildare, in fee-farm, all the grand 
and petty customs of the Ports of Strangford and Ardglass, 
with a power of constituting officers for the collection of 
that revenue. They continued in the Kildare family, ex- 
cept during the period of its attainder, until the earl of 
Kildare sold the same to King Charles the I., in the go- 
vernment of the Earl of Strafford, Anno 16:37, and were 
then said to be Worth to the King .£5,000 per annum ; 
and they were confirmed to King Charles the II., his 
heirs and successors, by a clause in the act of explanation, 
17th and 18th Charles II. 

During the various civil wars of Ireland, the castles of 
Ardglass frequently changed masters. About the year 
1578, they were taken from the O'Noils, after a stout re- 
sistance, by Sir Nicholas Bagnal, Marshal of Ireland, who 
placed here a strong garrison ; and they again fell into the 
possession of the Irish in the memorable rebelliouof 1G-1I. 

Ardglass, formerly gave the title of Earl to the family of 
Cromwell, and afterwards that of Viscount to the family 
of Barrington. It is a rectory in the diocese of 
Cloyne — the ancient church of Ardholl, situate near the 
town, was the original parish church, but was removed 
into the town, as tradition says, in consequence of its being 
desecrated by a cruel murder, committed by the clan of 
the Mac-Cartens, on the whole congregation assembled 
at the Christinas midnight mass. 

There is a very curious lime-stone cavern, with a large 
entrance aperture, and extending 00 feet, situate at the 
N.E. point of the harbour 



nwriml is at nross, this evening 1 , Thursday, March 21st. 

iimry ntmoHphrric phcnomoiiou nppeiirod over our city, 

it ri/jht to nnticH. About <'if,*ht o'clock, wis observed u 



Whilo our Journal is at 
a very extraordinary 

which we think it rij, ,,-- , 

lutninouB arch of dazzling brightm'tiB/in form rcsemhlii'ifr the ruinho\v," 
-but muoh, broader, and moro extensive, nearly bisecting the heavcn.s 
from eaat to west. At ecwlt extremity, it rested on finds of clouds, of 
that kind called by meteor o I ogiats stratw, with the exception of which 
the atmosphere was quite clear. The narrowest part of the arch was ut 
the eastern extremity, which was also the brightest, from which it #riu 
dually widened, and became ftihiter towardu the western. It decreased 
in lustre about half pnst nine o'clock, and wholly disappeared about ten, 

Mr M'Skimmin, in his Hiatory of Carricklerj/uw, records the nppear- 
nnce of Bhnilar phenomena there In the years 1HM, lSlo' ami mv\ ullof 
which appeared about the same hour in the evening-. 



ANNALS OF DUBLIN, 

TRANSLATED FROM THE AUTOGRAPH OF THK FOUR MASTERS 
IN THE LIBRARY OF THIS ROYAL IRISH ACAMtiMV. 

(Continued from page 299) 

153C. Many virulent diseases raged this year, viz. a 
a universal plague, g<xlo\/t b/te&C,* dysentery, and fever, 
which swept away a large portion of mankind. 

1537. S. Patrick's ciozicr, which was held in the high- 
est veneration from S. Patriek's time, was burned this year 
in Dublin.-)" 

1543. O'Douncll (Magnus) attended the Grant Council 
in Dublin, together with his brothers Egnvchan and l)o- 
nagh — they were taken and east in prison and in chains, 
where they remained for a long time. They were after- 
wards set at liberty by advice of the Lord Chief Justice 
and the chiefs of Ireland, and peace and friendship made 
between them. 

1545. A part of Christ's Church, in Dublin, was thrown 
down, and a stone collin was discovered, in whieh was 
found the body of a bishop in episcopal dress, with 
ten gold rings] on his ten lingers, and a golden chalice 
standing by the side of his neck ; the body when removed 
from the collin was found perfect and sound, and it did 
not fall asunder when removed from its place ; it was 
placed in a standing position supported by the altar, and 
left there for some time. No part of his dress faded or 
decayed, whieh was a great sign of sanctity, 

l5-i-(>. Mac-Giolla-Phalrn'w (Mlzpatrivk) (llrian) made 
a prisoner of lus own Teige, who was a svlect tauter^ 

* ^\Cfi b/teac, literally, the. speehled or spotted disease. 
In Coniuuight it menus the, small-pox, but in the south of 
Ireland it signifies the spotted fever. What tho Four Mas- 
ters meant by T^tdK OrtGtXC * iwa unable to determine. 
The ancient Irish physicians, however, never nued it to nig~ 
nify the smallpox, as appears from the worlcB of O'H'tckey, 
and other phynicinns. Teige O'Quin, who, before the year 
135% wrote Commentaries upon' tho works of HippoernteH, 
Aviccnna, Guleu, GilHbortinus, ' &c. always uhoh tho word 
bal%<\c> not 3dta/t 6/teac, l0 wgnify the mall pox, as 
will appear from tho following extracts : 

" Variola* et morbilli sunt de (j micro infection urn, &c, i qj) 

Oolgac <xc0f <xo Ob/iu;fcjnecb. jy bo jnejrjb 
m\ luB/ta ;<xb <xir>ujl abejt Giujiuuitinus : MmiversaU 
icgrituuines aunt, &o. ,], ^ j<\b na b-e<ytt\jnte uljbe 

,-t Morfon, Serpigo, Lepra, Vaiuot.a <fccOy" Morbilli; 
<X.COf Jf eoib ]f Morfca^fi .j, yolcnjf Serpigo ,j, 
b/iujtejga, Lepra .j.lubrta, vawoi-ts ,j. boljjttcb, 
Morbilli, .-j. tyiujfcjnecb. 

And in another place: iXcOf Jf ujme <\ bC/tcy/t 

vAiuoLiEo'n j:Oc<xtb<x^ab <vjnm vaiuum aco/- jf jnann 
vAiuim <xcOf nj ej^arhajt; Oj/i b;b baia ej^timla 
jfjn efVapte fO ixroajl <xti\ jc-al, /ua\b, bujhe, 
bab <xcOf uanj <xoOf tx be/t Giluhkhtinus ^ a e/) mob 
te;b <xnejrlv)Ljnte fO anbafc bab no a<xnj co/i ob 
mdjb; b'jf ma/tbeacb. 

Variola: (6oljac) and Morhilli, (£>/U/;t;;/)CCl)) i"*e of 
tho class Leprosy, and are reckoned among the aujritudima 
universale by Gilltdkiitinub. 

This diaeaao (Ooljcvcb) ia called VAuror.A; in Latin, 
from the word varium, whieh signifies various, for it assumes 
various colours, such na' white, reddish, yellow, black, and 
green, and GilHbortinus says that the more this diHenso ap- 
proaches a black or green colour, the more dangerous it is. 

f Colgan gives a long account of this stall' in Tr. Thaum. 
p. 2G3, 204. S. Bernard speaks or' it in his life of S. Mala- 
chy, and describes it as covered over with (/old mid adorned 
with Jiwst precious {/ems, (Baculian auro tectum vt fjemmis pre- 
tiosissimis adornatum.) Gmddus Cumbrunsis says that in his 
time it was removed from Armagh to Dublin. 

\ Caann j:e<xbna ro j<x;be, in the original Ce<\rm 
pet\bn<\., signifies a captain, leader, ^ or commander. Kent- 
inge calls Moses the CCCU7r; peab/7<X of tho children of 
Israel. 



